
“The past several years have 
been especially troubling for 
whitebark pine”  

      Whitebark pine, the quintessential high-mountain tree in much of Canada  
  and the USA is disappearing. Once a keystone species hosting a remarkable  
        ecosystem, whitebark pine is suffering human-related attacks which show no sign of  
  slowing. In 2008, the provinces of Alberta and British Columbia placed this species on their   
 endangered and blue-list. The USA is considering a formal petition for listing as  
threatened or endangered.   (photo: Whitebark Pine Snags – Selkirk Mountains near Nelson) 

WWWHHHIIITTTEEEBBBAAARRRKKK   PPPIIINNNEEE   
SSSccciiieeennnccceee   aaannnddd   MMMaaannnaaagggeeemmmeeennnttt   WWWooorrrkkkssshhhoooppp   

SSSeeepppttt...   111000---111111,,,   222000000999   
                                 

                                          NNNeeelllsssooonnn,,,   BBBCCC   
                                 

  

         
     
 
 
 

 
Across most of it’s natural range the pine has declined from decades of non-native blister rust disease and the 
exclusion of natural fires.  Most recently, a widespread eruption of mountain pine beetles has killed-off 
thousands of hectares of already denuded whitebark pine.    
 
GOALS: 
• Present the latest news, science, and management tips to public lands staff, 

nature enthusiasts, students, scientists, educators, and citizens. 
• Strengthen ties between BC, AB, and USA.  
• Provide an enhanced learning experience through on-site visit 

to a whitebark pine forest.  
 
Speaker Program (Thursday, September 10): More than a dozen experts will 
provide up-to-date presentations on key issues (decline status, ecology, legal 
developments, restoration, etc.) with emphasis, but not limited to, Canada.   
 
Field Excursion (Friday, September 11): We will venture to the high-country 
near Nelson and hear from local specialists  while viewing and discussing 
whitebark pine firsthand. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.whitebarkfound.org   www.fgcouncil.bc.ca 
www.discovernelson.com    www.for.gov.bc.ca/rsi/ 
 

With a population of nearly 10,000, 
Nelson is the cultural and 
administrative center for the 
Kootenays.  Designated the ” #1 Small 
Arts Community in Canada”  Baker 
Street is the heart of Nelson where a 
vibrant procession of street musicians, 
shoppers, tourists, and locals mingle 
among some of the most attractive 
turn-of-century architecture in Canada.  
In fact, Nelson has more ‘heritage’ 
buildings (350) per capita than any 
other city in BC.  Recreation, 
education, timber, and tourism are 
important pillars of the economy.  
Located on an arm of Kootenay Lake, 
Nelson is surrounded by the 
spectacular Selkirk Mountains which 
support whitebark pine, grizzly bears, 
mountain caribou, and alpine glaciers.  

REGISTRATION* 
Please email or phone to reserve your space.  
Choose Speaker Program and/or Field Trip.   
michael.murray@gov.bc.ca   250-354-6312 
*Tentative $10 fee at-the-door  
 
WHERE TO STAY 
Hotel: Summer vacancies can be rare in popular 
Nelson.  A block of rooms is reserved at the 
Best Western Baker Street Inn 
(www.bwbakerstreetinn.com).  Call 1-888-255-
3525 and ask for ‘Whitebark Pine’ rate 
($85/single, $95/double). 
Hostels: www.dancingbearinn.com and 
www.white-house.ca 
Camping: A municipal campground w/hook-
ups,showers, etc. is walking distance from venue.  
campnels@telus.net 
 
AIRPORT: www.castlegar.ca/airport.php 
 
CROSSING THE BORDER: Travelers returning 
to USA will need an enhanced DL, passport or 
cheaper passport card.  Apply early!  
www.getyouhome.gov 

This annual event, founded by Whitebark Pine Ecosystem Foundation 
includes a brief annual membership meeting – non-members welcome. 


